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SERVICE RECORDS OF THE DIRECTORS . 
OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, 196-1953 
Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, USN, served as the first DCI, 


Lie 
from January ‘22%; 196, when President Truman ordered the establish~ 


OGFAM of 
gence Agency. 


hrough 


ment of the NIA and the cra, ° to June A r19K6. Admiral Souers' 


Tao eh 


i 


lenis study, prepared by the Historical Staff in April 1956, is 
intended to establish historically reliable dates, in convenient 
reference form for the Director's office, covering the tenure of 
each of the five men who served successively as Iirector of Central 
Intelligence from Jamary 1946 to date, and to attempt to reconcile 
occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates 
for a given appointment, oath of office, entrance on duty, or de- 
parture from office. Five Directors in all served in turn during 
the first ten years of OIG/CIA: Sidney W. Souers, lloyt S. Vandenberg, 
Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, W. Bedell Smith, and Allen W. Dulles. The 


This decument has been 


epproved for release t 


the HISTORICAL REVIEW PR 


the Central Intell 


ange EN ty sae ; ‘i Sri e Pee Oe ae 
: ments, dates, and other d had not previously been 
assembled and collated by the Historical Staff. While the present 


all in order to make the formal dates more meaningful and to attempt 
to f411 some of the particular gaps not covered in the official 
A records available to the Historical Steff. 
¢ @ President Harry S. Trumants letter of January 22, 1946, addressed 
to the Secretaries of State, War, and Navy, 1s regarded by the 


Historical Staff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence 
Group (CIG) and the National Intelligence Authority (NIA). (Copy of 
the President's letter, mimeographed and unclassified, is in 0/DCI/HS 
files.) Ina later legal interpretation, however the General Coun- 
sel's Office suggested thet Februery 5, 1946, was“the effective date® 
for NIA and (by implication) for CIG. That interpretation (issued 

3 in 1953) cites the President's formal Mxecutive Order of February 5, 

1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of 

oe ' January 22 into a.form for general publication in the daily Federal 

*e Register. (See General Counsel's pemphiet entitled "Text and Explana- 
tion of the Central Intelligence Act of 1949...and Other Statutes...," 
/ Reststricted, issued in Oct. 1952, especially page 19 revised on 


| Sept. 1, 1953; and Federal Register, Feb. 5, 1946.) Phy oly Cas how yevigee 
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formal ga was by Presidential letter (probebly dated 
January ; p196),? and was not subject to Senate confirmation; 
and he was sworn in and took office on that same day. * He had 
agreed to serve as the first Mrector for only a limited period, 
extending to "about six months" ? and efter his successor (General 
Vandenberg) had been selected, Souers left CIG and returned to the 
a Mhite House start on June Gy 1946. 
ete) s eatenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, US Army, served as 
mee 7 DOI from June 10, 1946, to May 1, 1947. He had been selected by 
the President “at Least @ month" before his appointment took effect, 
4t was datex pecuited;” but the exact date of his letter of appoint- 


ment from the President is not known. 5 In any case, Vandenberg waa 


a The President'a gine of appointment addressed to Admiral 
Ed nartgsctaags ou tera. antte ORORM ROEM E s. « wath the President's other... 
pi vt SUN Re me day Pee bed pea ee buat? “o* ach a); addressed ¢ a 
the several departmental heads end ordering ae establishment of 
CYO and WIA. Wo actual copy of the appointment letter has been 
seen (it may be on file in the Personnel Officd, but there is no 
doubt of its existence and transmittal to Souers on Janus v2? ¥ 
1916, according to his Administrative Assistant, Speman 
Mein Sot erviewsd by the Historical Staff on April 5, 1956. 


2 mMatorical Staff interview witha 101d. 
3 rad. 
- Ibid. 


$ The Personnel Office's "201 jacket" on Vandenberg may contain 
a copy of the President 's letter. 


S Taw 4G f?) 
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sworn inte office and come on duty on June 10, 1946.1 As in the 
case of Admiral Souers, General Vandenberg's secakstaane was not 
subject to Senate confirmation, and may have been based cn 8s formal 
recommendation by the NIA to the President. He served almost a year. 
On April 30, 1947, by Presidential letter, he was orderad back to 
Qa terre; 
the Army, effective May 1, 1947.2 
Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter served as DCI from May 1, 
ca 1947, to October 7, 1950, first as head of C1G and (beginning abewt 
‘ September 4.197) as head of CIA. He was appointed as DCI by 
President Truman on April 30, 19h7, effective May 1, 1947, after 
having been “approved" for the position some ten weeks earlier, on 
February 17, by the NIA and the President, subject to the expected 
departure of General Vandenberg. 4 Hillenkoetter took his oath of 


1orrice diary of BARNPRGUERey arenes 
vaubive pssiofent),: qugbed. by .her. in interview, of April §,.1956, cited os ie 
above. The date "June 10, 1946,"° wae also mentioned in the Prest- 
dent's letter to Vandenberg, April 30, 1917, cited below. 


ite (Vandenberg's Administra- 


2 On April 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling 

the latter's service since "June 10, 1946", and relieving him as 

¥ DOL, effective the next day, to return to the Amy Air Forces, (See 
certified copy of this letter, in DD/S file entitled “Basic Admin- 
istrative Authorities" for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, document No. 25.) 
Incidentally, Vandenberg was etill actively serving as DCI on the 
very day of his departure, May 1, 1947. Thus, for example, he 
appeared on that day to testify_as DOL before the House Committee on 

enditures in the ‘Executive ts.) with respect to the pending 

bil} which later became the Natio Security Act. (See transcript 

ad ins dated May 1, 197, unclassified, in Office of Legislative 

Gunsel. : 


3 Certified copy of President's letter to Hillonkcetter, April 30, 
1947, in DD/S file "Besic Administrative Authorities", document no. 26. 


These facts on the background of Hillenkoetter's appointment are 
from the unpublished diary of Admiral William D, Leahy, the President's 
"personal representative" on the NIA, as quoted orally by him to a 
member of the Historical Staff on ouly 3, 1952. (See Historical Staff 
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in 0/DCI/HS files.) 
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3 
| office and came on duty on May 1, 1947, in accordance with the = . 
President's letter of the day pefore.* on duly 26, 1947, * the 2 
z 
President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among % 
other things) that CIG would be renamed CIA, and which gave statu- Ss 
tory recognition to the title "Director of Central intelligence". é 
Semetine between September 18 and 27, 1947, 2 this statutory change 3 
veceme legally ne oer automatically continued 
Coreg. 
/ in otttoe Tappacantia (dent nev oath of office a8 as [OI and as § 
head of the newly designated seoiy. sical Sat late in June 1950 : _ 
OAswril { (Lethe fea Tr, 
or early in July 1950 oat requested the Président to retire him as 
ICL, subject to the oa: of a succesacr.” After the Perret 3 
ment of his successor (General Smith; see below) was confirmed by i 
E 


"i inte on wadon he eines paps i. Evicml Soci hats 
3 The Generel Counsel in 1953 iesued an interpretation (in the ef 
pamphlet, "Text and Explanation..." cited above) that Sept. 18, 19 5 
ia to be regarded as "the effective date of the establishaen 
“ CIA," that is, "the day after the date on which the Seo of Defense 


; firet appointed (James Forrestal) took office.’ (Ibid., p. 20-a.) 
In ancther interpretation, however (Ibid., p--19), Sept. 20, 1947, is ' 
given as the date when "the yobs nee ret appointed “[iiTienicot tex 
under /the National Seouri t/..stias taken office.” On the other | 
hand, the date bepte 27, ash ( (two months after the National Seourity = 
Act was passed), has been “customarily used" 


Director's office, 4 
as the beginning date for CIA, according to’ eae 
interview kar ele 


a 


pu & Cer 
bic various press donments, on in titiy Agea, speculating on 
the successor to Hi2lenkoetter, comnor ry rumored to be seeking retire- 
ment from CIA. According to; (in interview cited 


above), Admiral Hillenkoetter's intention to retire was elready known 
in the Director's oftioe late in June 1950. 


oe ae 
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the Senate, on August 28, 1950, Hillenkeetter continued in office 
and rewained in CIA until Ootober 7, 1950,+ the day thet Smith took 
office. . 

Lieutenant ‘General Walter: Bedell Smith served as DCI from 
October 7, 1950, to February 9, 1953. He was nominated to that 
position by President Truman on August 18, 1950, 2 confirmed by the 
Senate on August 28, 1950, and took his oath of office and entered 
on duty on Ootober 7.4 During the interval from August 28 to 
October 7, 1750, Generel Smith appeared twice at CIA for various 
prelininary activities ag DOI~designate: first, for a one-day "coffee" 
visit with his predecessor, Admiral Hillenkoetter, evidently some- 


time in September °19503 and next, for "about a week" before taking 


1 an undated, printed etter with Admiral Hillenkoetter's facsimile 
signature, p pee, for Sa targae ye to the CIA staff on eae air i 
nif gest = Mate 9 pected departure. (Copy eee 
al sat sonata Sete o Nidite Adntniatrattve Auehone = 
ties", docunent noe 90.) . mw (in interview cited previously) 
: ha atte that Willenkcetter did actually remain on duty until 
‘ i Gat) 7, 1950. : 


2 See presa notices in New York Times and other clippings, Aug. 1950, 
in scrapbook, "CIA in the Hews", in OLA Library. General Smith's 
. appointment as DCE wae rumored in the press early in July 1950, and on 
i; July 26 he was officially listed as one of two candidates’ (along with 
William Foster) by the White House prese secretary. (Ibid. ) 


3 pid. 


i According to/a "Journal entry" in an office diary (in card form) 
kept at the time in the Office of General Counsel, General Smith was 
sworn in at "1000, houra,® on Got. 7, 1950. oted to Historical Staff 
by the compiler of that diary, . + now in the Office 

F of Legislative LAa@ison,in interview with t her on April 5s ; a920- }) 


5 Unofficial office diary kept by Sai ee, then 
‘ (and now) Administrative Assistant to tho LCL, and ated by her to 
Historical Staff in interview with her on Apral 5, 1956. 
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office, that is, from about October 1 to October 7.7 (During that 
week, his newly appointed Deputy, williem H. Jackson, was also on 
preliminary duty in CIA, in office quarters adjacent to General 
Suith.)* General Smith served as DCL for more than 27 months, al- 
_ though he haa originally planned to serve for 4 somewhat shorter 
poriod. > Sometime late in December 1952 or early January he was 
wat Gadi barrnranl h 
coke F nominated by the President“to become Under Secretary of State, 
and on February 9 5 (shortly after Senate confirmation of that 
Poe Saka rw bes ts wt 
appointment and President( Teumante nomination of Mr. Dulles as DCI), 


antl 


oY General Smith left CIA. | 


1 roid. 


2 thid. ‘The exact date of Mr. William H. Jackson's formal appoint- 
ment as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence is not clear. On 
dug. 22, 1950, the Weshington Post stated categorically that he had 
ain: been selected ne ep ty te General L.Bpith, whose own nomination as, DOL, . 
was pending at “that wenent in the Senate. Jackson was sworn Oo 
office and came on duty officially on Oct.(7,) 1950, along with General 
Smith, and he servéd as DDCI until Aug. 951, when he was named 

a now part-time position called "Special Assistant and Senior Con- 
sultant to the DOI." (See Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in 
CIA Records Center. ) 


3 press connents in the sumer and fell of 1950 indicated that it 
was conmon knowledge that General Saith might stay in GIA only for a 
brief period. As early ae December 25, 1950, one press froup (Newaweek) 
publicly predicted that Mr. Allen W. Dalles (just arrived in CIR ae 
one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Director. 
(See scrapbook of press clippings, "CIA in the News", previeusly cited.) 

For Smith's nomination as Under Secretary of State, see press 
clippings cited above. © 


? On Smith's departure from CIA on/féb."9, 1953, Mr. Dulles was 
announced es Acting DCI. (See Notiod/23-53, unclassified, in CIA 
Records Center.) - Rerrnyeett 


i See : 
i fe 
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Mr. Allen Welsh Dalles served as DOI beginning February 26, “4 
gre Fabry Ho : 
1953. He was nominated by President Eisenhower A confirmed by the O 
Senate vete-Le February}? and was sworn into office and entered on 3 
his new duties on February 26, 1953.° Previously Mr. Dulles had af 
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the following ‘S 
. a 
capacities: first, in the Direotor's office as Deputy Director for an 
Operations (from about mid-December 1950 to about Jan. 1, 1951) 4; % 
Plans (January 4? to August 23,6 1951); g 
1 Vel® er fe pean! D * Caan. Arend” ST ann WE, &A, 
Fer Mr. Dulles", neninehion-Staitig-see-prese-olippings ot bed -sbove. 
{ees Rt carertbe Fad & 3.1453, Pp (3a, 
press—clippings—eited—abeve. 


next, a8 Deputy Director for 


2 For Mr. Dullest confirmation, see 
3 vr, Dalles“sworn in on Feb. 26, 195 
of his Administrative Assistant Qiagen, cited 
above. On the same day his appointment was announced to the CIA ataff 
by Notice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in CIA Records 
Genter. 


,.eocording to office diary 


to take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (DD/0), pre- 
viously announced on Dec. 1 aa a new but (then) etill vacant posi- 
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Secret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records 
Center). The exact date of his first duty in CIA is not clear. On 
Dec. 18, 1950, he attended reap res for the first time) the DOI's 
regular ateff conference. (See SC-M-l1, Secret, Deo. 18, 1950, in 
0/DGI/ER. ‘Two days earlier, however, on Dec. 16, Drew Pearson had 
reported in the Washington Post thet Mr. Dulles was already “now" in 
CIA. (See scrapbook, “C1A In the News", in CIA Library.) Mr. Dulles 
himself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that 
he first came to OIA in “January 1951" as "Deputy for Plans". (See 
transcript of Senate c ttee hearing in executive session, on his 
nomination ae DCI, Pebs 1953, unclassified, in Office of Legis~ 
lative Liaison. ) NO 


5 General Order No. 0, Secret, Jen. 4, 1951, in CIA Records Center. 


6 Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in CIA Records Center. This 
Notice announced Mr. Dalles as DDCL (succeeding Mr. William H. Jackson), 
and in addition announced thet Mr. Frank 0. Wiener was replacing 
Mr. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. (Ibid.) 
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (August 23, 
1951, to February 26, 1953). During that earlier period, chiefly 
after August 1951, Mr. Tulles also served from time to time as acting 
Director in General Smith's absence. His last major period as acting 
DCI was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCI- 
designate awaiting Senate confirmation. “q As of August 1956 (beyond 
the date of this study), Mr. Tulles will have served as DCI for three 


and a half years, longer then any of his predecessora.? Qa Me 


ms ; tyes De bea url Mise, pete Go DCT 


*; ee ee 


1 vor example, Mr. Dulles served as acting NCI from time to time 
in 1951 and 1952, but normally these occasions were not announced 
formally to the CIA staff. Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings 
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of "Acting DCI". (See 
IAC minutes, passim, in IAC-M files, in 0/DOI/ER.) 


2 Notice 23-53, unclassified, Feb. 9, 1953, hast 

3 Additional sources that might clarify further some of the re- 
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five DCI's 
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men, 
the Military Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary 
of the Director's office (especially for 1946-50, in the Executive 
Registry), the “informal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by. 
other key personnel in the Director's office. 
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SERVICE RECORDS OF THE DIRECTORS 
OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, 19h6-1953* 


Rear as Sidney #. Souers, USN, served as the first DCI, 
from January (22,, 1916, when President Truman crdered the establish- 
Meee y. 


ment of the NIA and the cra, ? te June ATH, 1916. Admiral Souers' 
ae, 


i This study, prepared by the Historical Staff in April 1956, is 
intended to establish historically reliable dates, in convenient 
reference form for the Lirector's office, covering the tenure of 
@ach of the five men who served successively as Idrector of Central 
Intelligence from January 1946 to date, and to attempt to reconcile 
occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates 
for a given appointment, oath of office, entrance on duty, or de- 
parture from office. Five Directors in all served in turn during 
the first ten years of CIG/CIA: Sidney W. Souers, Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 
Roscoe 4. Hillenkoetter, W. Dedell Smith, and Allen W. Dulles. fhe 
historical documentation for the period of the fourth of these 
Directors, General Smith, has been taken primarily from the iistori- 
cal Staff's comprehensive history of his administration, in draft 
form, and from the official records on which that history is based. 
For the earlier periods, however, the pertinent orders, announce- 
ments, dates, and other documentation had not previously been 
assembled and collated by the Historical Staff. while the present 
study is based largely on research in the Agency's official records, 
it also contains references gleaned from informal office diaries 
kept in the Director's office, interviews on doubtful points with 
personnel of the Directcr's office, and contemperary prees notices, 
all in order to make the formal dates more meaningful and to attempt 
to Fill some of the particular gape not covered in the official 
records available to the Historical Staff. 


@ President Harry 5, Truman's letter of January 22, 1946, addressed 
to the Secretaries of State, War, and Navy, ls regarded by the 
Historical Steff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence 
Group (CIG) and the National Intelligence futhority (NIA). (Copy of 
the President's letter, mimeographed and unclassified, is in 0/DCI/HS 
files.) In a later legal interpretation, however, the General CSoun- 
sel's Office suggested that February 5, 1946, was“the effective date* 
for NIA and (by implication) for CIG. That interpretation (issued 
in 1953) cites the President's formal "xecutive Order of February 5, 
1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of 
dJamuary 22 into a form for general publication in the daily Federal 
Register. (See General Counsel's pamphlet entitled "Text and Explana~ 
tion of the Central intelligence Act of 1949...and Other Statutes...," 
Restetricted, issued in Oct. 1952, especially pags 19 revised on 200/91 
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formal a> ean was by Presidential letter (probably dated 
January ; 22,, “19h6),* and wes not subject to Senate confirmation; 
and he was sworn in and took office on that sane day. ? He had 
agreed tc serve es the first Director for only a limited period, 
extending to "about six onthe", > and after his successor (General 
Vandenberg) haé@ been pene Souers loft CIC end returned to the 

» White House staff, on June; soy © 1946. 

na Lieutenant deneral Hoyt S. Vandenberg, US Aray, served as 

DCI from June 10, 1946, to May 1, 1947. He had been selected by 

the President "at least a month" before his eppointment tool effact, 
it was \dtam veneinnd’ tae the exact date cof his letter of appoint- 


nent from the President is not known. ? In any case, Vandenberg was 


Lene President's letter of appointment addressed to Admiral 
Souers personally, is not to be confused with the President's other 
letter of the same dey (cited in footnote 2, above), eddrensed to 
the several departmental heada and ordering the establishment of 
CIG and SI4. Wo actual copy of the appointment letter has heen 
seen (it may be on file in the Personnel Officd, but there is no 
doubt of its existence end transmittal to Souers on January’ 22, 
19h6, according to his Administrative Assistant, Miss Lillian 
Christensen, interviewed by the Mietortcal Staff on April 5, 1956. 


@ Watorical Staff interview with Mise Christensen, ibid. 
3 pid. 
4 rpad. 


5 The Personnel Office's 201 jacket" on Vandenberg mey contain 
a copy of the President's letter. 
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sworn into office and cone on duty on June 10, 1946.2 4s in the 
case of Admiral Scucrs, Jeneral Vandenberg's appointmant was not 
Bubject to Senate confirmation, and may have been based on # formal 
recommendation by the NIA to the President. e served almost a yoar. 


On April 30, 1917, by Presidential letter, he was orderad back to 
(an tore y 2 
the Army 4 effective May 1, 197. 


Rear Adairal Roscoe 4. Hillenkoetter served as DCI from May 1, 
J 19h7, to October 7, 1950, first as head of CIO and (beginning abest 
P September M4. 197) as head of CIA. Ye wes appointed as DCT by 
President Truman on April 30, 1917, effective May 1, 1917, after 
having been "approved" for the position some ten weeks earlier, on 
February 17, by the NTA and the President, subject to the expected 


departure of Seneral Vandenberg. 4 Hillenkoetter took his oath of 
sa aren eteentaieenienemeamninn mean nieeee nen 


1 oFtice diary of Lillian Christensen (Vandenberg's Administra- 
tive Assistant), suoted by her in interview of Avril 5, 1956, cited 
above. The date "June 10, 1946," was also mentioned in the Presi- 
dent's letter to Vandenberg, April 30, 1947, cited below. 


@ on tpril 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling 
the latter's service since "June 10, 19,6", and relieving hin as 
DCI, effective the next day, to return to the Army fir Forces. (fee 
certified copy of this letter, in DD/S file entitled "Baste Admin- 
istrative Authorities" for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, document No. 25.) 
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as DCI on the 
very day of his departure, May 1, 1947. Thus, for example, he 
appeared on thet day to testify as DCT before the douse Comittee on 
Expenditures in the “xecutive Qepts.} with respect to the pending 
blilwhich later became the Natio Security Act. (See transcript 
of ring, dated May 1, 1947, unclassified, in Office of Legislative 
Counsel. ) 


3 Certified copy of President's letter tc Hillenkoetter, April 30, 
1947, in DbD/S file "besic Administrative éuthcrities", document no. 26, 


These facts on the background of Hillenkoetter's appointment are 
from the unpublished diary of Admiral William D. Leahy, the President's 
"personal representative" on the NIA, a8 quoted orally by him to a 
member of the Historical Staff on guiy 3, 1992. (See Historical Staff 
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in O/DCI/HS files.) 
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office and came on duty on May 1, 1947, in accordance with the 
President's letter of the cay before.? on July 26, 19h7,% the 
President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among 
other things) that CId would be renamed CIA, and which gave statu- 
tory recoznition to the title "Director of Central Intelligence", 
Sometime between September 18 and 27, 1947, 9 this statutory change 
Qilwnrod 
became legally effective, # Hillenkoetter automatically continued 
in office. ee new oath of office), as DOI and as 
head of the newly designated Agency.” Sometime late in June 1950 
or early in July 1950 ne. egienved tral tretdant to retire him as 
CI, subject to the appointment of a sicwesnors” After the eppoint- 


ment of his successor (Ceneral onith; see below) was confirmed by 


i Office diary of Director's Administrative Assistant (Miss 
Lillian Christensen), quoted in ilistoricsl Steff interview pre- 
viously cited, 


@ bate on which the President signed the National Security /ct. 


3 The General Counsel in 1953 issued an interpretation (in the 
pamphlet, "Text end explanation..." cited above) that Sept. 18 197, 
is to be regarded as "the effective date of the establishment of the 
CIA," that is, "the day after the date on which the blepae Lefense 
first appointed (James Forrestal} took office.’ (Ibid., p. 20-a.) 
in another interpretation, however (Ibid., p. 19), Sept. 20, 1947, is 
given as the date when "the Director first appointed /Hi enkoetter/ 
under /the National Security Act/...has taken office.” On the other 
hand, the date Sept. 27, 1917 (two months after the National Security 
Act was passed), has been "customarily used" by the trector's office, 


as the beginning date for CIA, according to Miss Christensen, in 
intervlew cited above. Frys a 


h tte cjpa' The Dec Ase SE Ww N9E7 pT, That om 
A. tied by —his—Admi ive Assistant, Miss Lillian 
; ie Ss 


. - pw AY CEA ern 
See various press comments, early in July 1950, speculating on 


: Aor c 


the successor to Hillenkoetter, commonly rumored to be seeking retire- 
ment from CIA. According te Miss Christensen (in interview cited 
above), Admiral Hillenkoetter's intention to retire was already known 
in the Director's office late in June 1950. 
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the Senate, on August 2&, 1950, Hillenkoetter continued in office 
and remained in CIA until October 7, 1950, the day thet Smith took 
office. 

Lieutenant General walter Bedell Smith served as DCI from 
October 7, 1950, to Pebruary 9, 1953. He was nominated to that 
position by President Truman on August 18, 1950, * confirmed by the 
Senate on August 28, 1950, ? and took his oath of office and entered 
on duty on October 7.4 During the interval from August 28 to 
Oetober 7, 1950, General Smith appeared twice at CIA for various 
preliminary activities as DCi-designate: first, for a one-day "coffee" 
visit with his predecessor, Admiral Hillenkoetther, evidently some- 


time in September 19503? end next, for "about a week" before taking 


2 an undated, printed letter with Admiral Hillenkoetter's facsimile 
signature, prepared for circulation to the CTA staff on his departure, 
nentioned oS 7" as the date of his expected departure. (Copy of 
undated letter, unclassified, in DD/S file “Basic Administrative futhori- 
ties*, document no. 90.) Miss Christensen (in interview cited previously) 
has Sere that Hillenkuetter did actually remain on duty until 

7, 1950. 


2 See press notices in New York Times and other clippings, Aug. 1950, 
in scrapbook, "CIA in the News", in CYA Library. General Smith's 
appointment as DCL] was rumored in the press early in July 1950, and on 
July 26 he was officially listed as one of two candidateg/(along with 
William Foster) by the white House presa secretary. (Ibid.) 


3 Yhid. 

4 recording to a "journal entry" in an office diary (in card form) 
kept at the time in the Office of General Counsel, General Smith was 
sworn in at "1000 hours,” on Cct. 7, 1950. (Quoted to Historical Staff 


by the compiler of that dlary, Miss Barbara Cohen, now in the Office 
of Legisletive Lieigon,in interview with ner on /pril 5, 1956.) 


5 Unofficial office diary kept by Miss Lillian Christensen, then 
(and now) Administrative Assistant to the LCI, amd quoted by her to 
Historical Staff in interview with her on April 5, 1956. 
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offices, that is, from ebcut October 1 to October 7.7 (Daring that 
week, his newly appointed Deputy, william 4%. Jackson, was also on 
preliminary duty in CLA, in office quarters adjacent to General 
Smith. )* General Smith served as DCI for more than 27 months, al- 
though he hac originally planned tc serve for a somewhat shorter 
period? Sometime late in December 1952 or early January he was 

——~ homineted by the President“to become Under Secretary of State, 

end on February 9° (shortly after Senate confirmatioen of that 

Banh bownrt tee 
appointment end President Tewsente nomination of Mr. Dulles as DCI), 


aa General Smith left CIA. 


: Ibid. 


2 Ibic. ‘The exact date of Mr. William 4. Jackson's formal appoint- 
ment as veputy Director for Central Intelligence is not clear. On 
Auge £2, 1950, the sashington Post stated categorically that he hed 
\ been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination as DCL 
(2) -- was pending at thet moment in the Senate. Jackson was sworn into 
% office and came on duty officially on Oct.(7,) 1950, along with General 
Smith, and he served as DICI until Aug. $51, when he was named 
a new pert-time position called "Spec Assistant and Senior Con- 


LS 
Oe /sultant to the DCI." (Sea Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in 
any CIA Records Center. } 
ee 3 Preas comments in the summer and fall of 1950 indicated that it 
we’  ib;/ was common knowledge that General Smith might stay in CIA only for a 
or brief period. ‘3 early as December 25, 1950, one press ereup (Newsweek) 
ee publicly predicted that Mr. Allen Ww. Mlles (just ar. ived in CIF as 


one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Mrector. 


{See scrapbook of preas Clippings, "CIA in the News", previorsly cited, } 


For Smith's nomination as Under Secretary of Siate, see press 
clippings cited above. 
On Smith's departure from CIA on. Féb. 9, 1953, Mr. ivlles wes 


. announced ag fcting DCI. (See Noticed 23-53, unclassified, in CIA 
Records Center. ) eae 
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Mr. Allen Weish Dulles served as DCI beginning February 26, 7 
FP iduamnsy wo, 
1953. He wag nominated by President Eisenhower FN confirmed by the 
Senate late-in Februarys and was sworn into office and entered on 
his new duties on February 26, 1953. 3 Previously Mr. Dulles had 
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the following 
eapacities: first, in the Director's office as Deputy Mreotor for 
Operations (from about mid-December 1950 to about Jan. 1, 1951) 4, 


next, as Deputy Director for Plans (January 149 to August 23,6 1951); 


“ee 
engin bind EAL Bere ty ttt Madaherdbene Aug & : 


sy a 


ope sl De FOr. Want . 2 i ie 
ve Parecdhade beet. Rapti Otel ST aan et 
Ker Mr. Dulles ip nentas tian 26.iahy-see-prece-olippings-cited-above. 
2 Cong, Recrek , Fadi & 31453, p- 34a, 
For Mr. Dulles' confirmation, see /press. clippinga-eited-above. 


i 


3 ur, Dulles“aworn in on Feb. 26, 1953, according to office diary 
of his Administrative Assistant (Miss Lillian Christensen), cited 
above. On the same dey his appointment was announced to the CIA staff 
by Notice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in CIA Records 
Center. 


4 Mr. Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec. 15, 1950, evidently 
+o take the position of Deputy Mrector for Operations (DD/0), pre- 
viously announced on Dec. 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi- 
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Secrat, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records 
Genter). The exact dete of his first duty in CIA is not clear. On 
Dac. 18, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first time) the DCI's 
regular staff conference, (See SC-M-1, Secret, Dec. 18, 1950, in 
O/DCI/ER. Two days earlier, however, on Dec. 16, Drew Pearson had 
reported in the Washington Post that Mr. Dulles was already "now" in 
CIA. (See scrapbook, "CIA In the News", in CIA Library.) Mr. Dulles 
himself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that 
he first came to CIA in "January 1951" as "Deputy for Plans". (See 
transcript of Senate committee hearing in executive session, on his 
nomination as DOI, Feb. és 1953, unclassified, in Office of Legis- 
lative Liaigon. ) N@ 


5 General Order No. 40, Secret, Jan. l, 1951, in CIA Records Center. 


6 Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in CIA Records Center. This 
Notice announced Mr. Dalles as “DCI (succeeding Mr. William H. Jackson), 
and in addition announced that Mr. Frank 6. Wisner was replacing 
Mr. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. (Ibid.) 
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (August 23 _o 
1951, to February 26, 1953). During that earlier period, chiefly 
after August 1951, Mr. Dulles also served from time to time as acting 
Director in General Smith's absence. His last major period as acting 
DCI was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCI- 
designate awaiting Senate confirmation. a Ae of August 1956 (beyond 
the date of this study), Mr. Dulles will have served as DCI for three 
and a helf years, longer then any of his predecessors.” a fe 


re be : wr. Dutller anil Kee. pixged ae DCr 
eS - afk + ; Dery a 
Longer Khon th poss | mea 


1 ror example, “Mr. Dulles served as acting DCI from time to time 
in 1951 and 1952, but normally these occasions were not announced 
formally to the CIA staff. Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings 
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of "Acting DCI". (See 
IAC minutes, passim, in IAC-M files, in O/DCI/ER.) 


2 


3 Additional sources that might clarify further some of the re~- 
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five DCI's 
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men, 
the Military Personnel Division's records, the officiel daily diary 
of the Director's, office (especially for 1916-50, in the Executive 
Registry), the “informal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by 
other key personnel in the Director's office, 


Notice 23-53, unclassified, Feb. 9, 1953, in CIA Records Center. 


»~ Be 
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Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, USN, served as the first DCI, 
from January 22, 1946, when President Truman ordered the establish- 


ment of the NIA and the cra, ° to June 10, 1946. Admiral Souers' 


7 This study, prepared by the Historical Staff in April 1956, is 
intended to establish historically reliable dates, in convenient 
reference form for the Director's office, covering the tenure of 
each of the five men who served succesSively as Director of Central 
Intelligence from January 196 to date, and to attempt to reconcile 
occasionally conflicting or missing evidence on particular dates 
for a given appointment, oath of office, entrance cn duty, or de- 
parture from office. Five Directors in all served in turn during 
the first ten years of CIG/CIA: Sidney Ww. Souers, Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 
Hoscoe H. Hillenkoetter, W. Bedell Smith, and Allen W. Dulles. The 
historical documentation for the period of the fourth of these 
Directors, General Smith, has been taken primarily from the Histori- 
cal Staff's comprehensive history of his administration, in draft 
form, and from the official records on which that history is based, 
For the earlier periods, however, the pertinent orders, announce- 
ments, dates, end other documentation had not previously been 
assembled and collated by the Historical Staff. while the present 
study is based largely on research in the Agency's official records, 
it also contains references gleaned from infornal office diaries 
kept in the Director's office, interviews on doubtful points with 
personnel of the Director's office, and contemporary press notices, 
all in order to make the formal dates more meaningful and to attempt 
to fill some of the particular gaps not covered in the official 
records available to the Historical Staff, 


2 President Harry S. Truman's letter of January 22, 1946, addressed 
te the Secretaries of State, Nar, and Wavy, is regarded by the 
‘listorical Staff as the beginning date for the Central Intelligence 
Group (CIG) and the National Intelligence Authority (NIA). (Copy of 
the President's letter, mimeographed and unclassified, is in 0/DCI/HS 
files.) Ina later legal interpretation, however, the General Coun- 
sel's Office suggested that February 5, 196, was the effective date 
for NIA and (by implication) for CIG. That interpretation (issued 
in 1953) cites the President's formal Executive Order of February 5, 
1946, which apparently re-issued the substance of his letter of 
January 22 into a form for general publication in the daily Federal 
Register, (See General Counsel's pamphlet entitled "Text and Explana- 
tion of the Central Intelligence Act of 19h9...and Other Statutes...," 
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formal appointment was by Presidential letter (probably dated 
January 22, 1946), 2 and was not subject to Senate confirmation; 
and he was sworn in and took office on that same day. * He had 
agreed to serve as the first Director for only a limited period, 
extending to "about six months" , > and after his successor (General 
Vandenberg) had been selected, Souers left CIG and returned to the 
white House staff, on June 10, 196. 
Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, US Army, served as 

DCI from June 10, 1946, to May 1, 1947. He had been selected by 
the President "at least a month" before his appointment took effect, 
it was later veeuiaed, Sat the exact date cf his letter of aspoint- 
ment from the President is not known. ? In any case, Vandenberg was 
Pee ee 

1 he President's letter of appointment addressed to Admiral 
Souers personally, is not to be confused with the President's other 
letter of the same day (cited in footnote 2, above), eddressed to 
the several departmental heads and ordering the establishment of 
CIG and NIA. No actual cony of the appointment letter has been 
seen (it may be on file in the Personnel Office, but there is no 
doubt of its existence and transmittal to Souers on January 22, 


1946, according to his Administrative Assistant, Miss Lillian 
Christensen, interviewed by the Historical Staff on April 5, 1956, 


2 
3 
4 


° The Personnel Office's "201 jacket" on Vandenberg may contain 
a copy of the President's letter, 


Wistorical Staff interview with Miss Christensen, ibid. 
Ibid. 


Ibid. 
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Approved For Release 2005/1 NEUE NTA 034R000200180001-0 


. Approved For Release 2005/1 2 BOT ale ARocwa00 180001-0 
sworn into office and came on duty on June 10, 1946.2 as in the 
case of Admiral Souers, General Vandenberg's appointment was not 
subject to Senate confirmation, and may have been based on a formal 
recommendation by the NIA to the President. He served almost a year. 
On April 30, LOLs by Presidential letter, he was ordered back to 
the Army, effective May 1, 1917.2 

hear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter served as DCT from May l, 
1947, to October 7, 1950, first as head of CIG and (beginning about 
Seotember 1&8, 1917) as head of CIA. He was appointed as DCI by 
President Truman on April 30, 197, effective May l, 19,7, 2 after 
having been "approved" for the position some ten weeks earlier, on 
February 17, by the NIA and the President, subject to the expected 


departure of General Vandenberg. 4 Hillenkoetter tcok his oath of 


1 office diary of Lillian Christensen (Vandenberg's Administra- 
tive Assistant), quoted by her in interview of April 5, 1956, cited 
above. The date "June 10, 196," was also mentioned in the Presi- 
dent's letter to Vandenberg, April 30, 1947, cited helow. 


2 on April 30, 1947, the President wrote to Vandenberg, recalling 
the latter's service since "June 10, 1946", and relieving him as 
DCI, effective the next day, to return to the Army Air ForceS. (See 
certified copy of this letter, in DD/S file entitled "Basic Admin- 
istrative Authorities" for CIG/CIA, 196-53, document No, 25.) 
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as DCI on the 
very day of his departure, May 1, 197. Thus, for example, he 
appeared on that day to testify as DCI before the House Committee on 
Expenditures in the ixecutive Depts., with respect to the pending 
bill which later became the National Security Act. (See transcript 
of hearing, dated May 1, 1917, unclassified, in Office of Legislative 
Counsel, ) 


3 Certified copy of President's letter to Hillenkoetter, April 30, 


1917, in DD/S file "Basic Administrative Authorities", document no. 26, 


These facts on the background of Hillenkoetter's appointment are 
from the unpublished diary of Admiral William D. Leahy, the President's 
"oersonal representative" on the NIA, as quoted orally by him to a 
member of the Historical Staff on July 3, 1952. (See Historical Staff 
interview with Leahy, July 3, 1952, in O/ICI/HS files.) 
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office and came on duty on May 1, 1917, in accordance with the 


President's letter of the day vefore, + On July 26, 


191.7, ° the 


President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among 


other things) that CIG would be renamed CIA, and which gave statu- 


tory recognition to the title’"Director of Central Intelligence". 


Sometime between September 18 and 215 1947, 2 this statutory change 


. became legally effective, and Hillenkoetter automatically continued Ver a 


Xx fet # 
in office (apparently with’a new oath of office”) as DCI and as  4%* tire 


head of the newly designated Agency. Sometime lete 


or early in July 1950 he requested the President to 


7 Ne: wn a 


in June 1950 


retire him as 


DCL, subject to the appointment of a sddegasane? After the appoint- 


ment of his successor (General Smith; see below) was confirmed by 


iL 


Office diary of Director's Administrative Assistant (Miss 


Lillian Christensen), quoted in Historical Staff interview pre- 


viously cited. 


2 late on which the President signed the National Security Act. 


3 the General Counsel in 1953 issued an interpretation (in the 
pamphlet, "Text end Explanation..." cited above) that Sept. 18, 197, 
the 


is to be regarded as "the effective date of the establishment o 


Clé," that is, "the day after the date on which the 


Secy* Of ‘Defense 


first appointed {James Forrestal) took office. (Ibid., ». 20~a. ) 
In another interpretation, however (Ibid., p. 19), Sept. 205-2907. 48 


given as the date when "the Director first aopointed Hillenkoetter/ 
under /the National Security Act/...has taken office.” On the other 


hand, the date Sept. 27, 1947 (Two months after the 
fet was passed), has been "customarily used" by the 


National Security 
Director's office, 


as the beginning date for CIA, according to Miss Christensen, in 


interview cited above, 


None was recalled by his Administrative Assistant, Miss Lillian 


Christensen, in interview previously cited, 


5 See various press comments, early in July 1950 
the successor to Hillenkoetter, commonly rumored to 


» Speculating on 
be seeking retire- 


ment from CIA. According to Miss Christensen (in interview cited 


above), Admiral Hillenkoetter'!s intention to retire 
in the Director's office late in June 1950. 


was already known 
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the Senate, on August 26, 1950, Hillenkoetter continued in office 
and remained in CIA until October 7, 1950, + the day that Smith took 
office, 

Lieutenant General Walter Bedell Smith served as DCI from 
October 7, 1950, to February 9, 1953. He was nominated to that 
position by President Truman on August 18, 1950, © confirmed by the 
Senete on August 28, 1950, > and took his oath of office and entered 
on duty on October 7.4 During the interval from August 2& to 
October 7, 1950, General Smith appeared twice at CIA for various 
preliminary activities as DCI-designate: first, for a one-day "coffee"! 
visit with his predecessor, Admiral Hillenkoetter, evidently some- 


time in September 1950;° and next, for "about a week! before taking 
a a 


Lian undated, printed letter with Admiral Hillenkoetter's facsimile 
Signature, prepared for circulation to the CIA staff on his departure, 
mentioned "Oct. 7" as the date of his expected departure. (Copy of 
undated letter, unclassified, in DD/S file "Basic Administrative Authori- 
ties", document no. 90.) Miss Christensen (in interview cited previously ) 
has confirmed that Hillenkoetter did actually remain on duty until 
Oct. 7, 1950. 

2 


vee press notices in New York Times and other clippings, Aug. 1950, 
in scrapbook, "CIA in the News", in CLA Library. General Smith's 
appointment as DCI was rumored in the press early in July 1950, and on 
July 26 he was officially listed as one of two candidate@ (along with 
William Foster) by the White House press secretary. (Ibid.) 


 thid. 


fecording to a "journal entry" in an office diary (in card form) 
kept at the time in the Office of General Counsel, General Smith was 
sworn in at "1000 hours," on Oct. 7, 1950, (Quoted to Historical Staff 
by the compiler of that diary, Miss Barbara Cohen, now in the Office 
of Legislative Liaison in interview with her on April 5, 1956.) 


5 Unofficial office diary kept by Miss Lillian Shristensen, then 
(and now) Administrative Assistant to the DCL, aed quoted by her to 
Wistorical Staff in interview with her on April 5, 1956. 


Sok 
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office, that is, from about October 1 to October ve (During that 
week, his newly appointed Deputy, William 14. Jackson, was also on 
preliminary duty in CIA, in office quarters aajacent to General 
smith. )° General Smith served as DCI for more than 27 months, al- 
though he had originally planned to serve for a somewhat shorter 
sendods = Sometime late in December 1$52 or early January he was 
nominated by the President to become Under Secretary of State, 4 

and on February 9? (shortly after Senate confirmation of that 
appointment and President Truman's nomination of Mr. Dulles as DCT), 


General Smith left CTA, 


A etn — Seana 


‘ Ibid, 


2 Ibid. The exact date of Mr. William H. Jackson's formal appoint- 
ment as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence is not clear. On 
fug. 22, 1950, the washington Post stated categorically that he had 
been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination as DCI 
was pending at that moment in the Senate, Jackson was sworn into 
office and came on duty officially on Oct. 7, 1950, along with General 
Smith, and he served as DDCI until Aug. 23, 1951, when he was named 
to a new part-time position called "Special Assistant and Senior Con- 
Sultant to the DCI." (See Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in 
CI& Records Center. ) 


3 Press comments in the summer and fall of 1950 indicated that it 
was common knowledge that General Smith might stay in CIA only for a 
brief period. 4s early as December 25, 1950, one press group (Newsweek) 
publicly predicted that Mr. Allen W. Dulles (just arrived in CIE as 
one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Smith as Director, 
(See scrapbook of press clippings, "CIA in the News", previously cited. ) 


For Smith's nomination es Inder Secretary of State, see press 
clippings cited above. 


On Smith's departure from CIA on Feb. 9, 1953, Mr. Dulles was 
announced as Acting DCI. (See Notice 23-53, unclassified, in CIA 
necords Center.) 


2Gi2 
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ifr. Allen Welsh Dulles served as DCI beginning February 26, 
1953. He was nominated by President isenhower 4, confirmed by the 
Senate late in February, © and was’ sworn inte office and entered on 
his new duties on February 26, 1953.2 Previously Mr. Dulles had 
served in CIA, since about mid-December 1950, in the Lollowing 
capacities: first, in the Director's office as Deputy Director for 
Operations (from about mid-December 1950 to about Jan. 1, 1951) 4 


next, as Deputy Director for Plans (January 4? to August 23,6 1952): 


; 
1 Por Mr, Dulles' nomination as DCI, see press Clippings cited above. 


é For Mr. Dulles' confirmation, see press clippings cited above. 


3 ot, Dulles”Sworn in on Feb. 26, 1953, according to office diary 
of his Administrative Assistant (Miss Lillian Christensen), cited 
above. On the same day his appointment was announced to the CIA staff 
by Notice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in CIA Records 
Center. 


Mise, Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec. 15, 1950, evidently 
to take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (DD/O), pre- 
viously announced on Dec. 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi- 
tion. (See General Order No. 38, Secret, Dec. 1, 1950, in CIA Records 
Center), The exact date of his first duty in CIA is not clear, On 
Dec. 18, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first time) the DCI's 
regular staff conference. (See SC-M-1, Secret, Dec. 18, 1950, in 
O/DCI/ER. Two days earlier, however, on Dec. 16, Drew Pearson had 
reported in the Washington Post that Mr, Dulles was already "nowt in 
CIA. (See scrapbook, "CTA in the News", in CIA Library.) Mr. Dulles 
himself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that 
he first came to CIA in "January 1951" as "Deputy for Plans", (See 
transcript of Senate committee hearing in executive session, on his 
nomination as DCI, Feb. 2h, 1953, unclassified, in Office of Legis- 
lative Liaison. ) 


2 General Order No. hO, Secret, Jan. h, 1951, in CIA Records Center. 


6 Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug, 23, 1951, in CIA Records Center. ‘This 
Notice announced Mr. Dulles as DDCT (succeeding Mr. william H. Jackson), 
and in addition announced that Mr. Frank 4. Wisner was replacing 
"ir. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. (Ibid.) 
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and finally, as Denuty Director for Central Intelligence (August 23,1 
1951 to February 26, 1953). During that earlier period, chiefly 
after August 1951, Mr. Dulles also served from time to time as acting 
Director in General Smith's absence. His last major veriod as acting 
DCI was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCI- 
designate awaiting Senate Sonn meee As of éugust 1956 (beyond 
the date of this study), Mr. Dulles will have served as DCI for three 


and a half years, longer than any of his predecessors.” 


1 ror example, Mr. Dulles served as acting DCI from time to time 
in 1951 anc 1952, but normally these occasions were not announced 
formally to the CIA staff. Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings 
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of "Acting DCI'. (See 
IAC minutes, passim, in IAC-M files, in O/DCT/ER.) 


2 


3 Additional sources that might clarify further sowe of the re- 
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five DCI's 
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men, 
the Military Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary 
of the Director's office (especially for 196-50, in the Executive 
slegistry), the “Informal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by 
other key personnel in the Director's office. 


Notice 23-53, unclassified, Feb. 9, 1953, in CIA Records Center. 


Approved For Release 2005/42/23 °: ClA-RDARG3-01034R000200180001-0 


4 


POotwh died Di 


Approved For Release 2005/12/23 : CIA-RDP83-01034R000200180001-0 


: ’ 4 Va 
aa io RD hates . . en +4 
Pee ie votes ide 1d OG: * eee sg ' 
i t 
. 
‘ 
Lene 9 Uad Dey eae pee aT orcs We | ORM Oe Fm j Seyi 
wee Da wed Ue eee Bg ae } 
Paschal Pea I eID NCES ERNE ET is DORAN fog 
re) : 
: Pa Wie as 


Gl CUPIRIL Ts TXORCR, Ly) 


ear Sdmiral sidney a. coucrs, Ubi, sceved as the first ict, 


. 


from January 22, 196, when vresident Vruain cracred the cetablish- 


7 er Shes sh e . asin bs atneedsn Sans 
went of the Wea end the Ors to dune 10, 1oh4. auuLred Soucrs! 
3 2 


fois study, prepared by the itistorice] otsff in April 1356, is 


intended to esteklish historically reliable debes, in convenient 
reference form for the Uirecter's office, coverin, the tonure of 
each of the five men who served successively os Lirceetor of ee aa 
Intelligence from January 19))4 vo date, ang to attempt toa reco aes 
occasionally conflicting or missing evicence on particular date 
for a given appointment, cath of office, untrance on duty, or dbs 
parture from office. live Directors in all eerved in turn during 
the first ten years of CIa/SIA: Sidney w. mouers, Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 
Koscoe '[. Hillenkoetter, W. Pedell Smith, and Allen wW. Dulles. The 
historical documentation for the period of the fourth of these 
PoE eeee General Smith, has been taken orimarily from the Ilistori- 
cal otaff's couprehensive bistory cf bis euatinistratiou, in draft 
form, and trem the official records on whieh that history is besed,. 
For the earlier periods, however, the pertinent Crders, Snnounce- 
ments, dates, end other documentation had not previously been 
assembled and collated by the, ilistorical “Staff. while the present 
study is based largely on research in the ney's official records, 
it $lec coutains refercuces “loaned from oi foray l office dlerics 
kept in the Director's offiles, dinberviieus on deul.biul ea eee en 
sorsonne lL of the Mrcelorts offices 
fll ju order to agke the cera] astes moro weanineval enc te ebb 
to LiL souc of the shea eae net covercd in the official 
records avallable te the iste , 


deal obeff. 
2 dacet dent Gepay o is4 eaten Ve tebe cet’ et et) Oh. 
President serry 2. frmmcuts Jebber oi ues cay Leyes 
to the secretsrics of wtite; or, anid aeui, “ip ve 
‘lstorical steri es the boyd: date for the vtrall wnbol di -enee 
ao ret) and bhe Hational Jubetligence Juthority Gin}. (ain of 
the -resident!s Letter, cinco shed Sod aneléssifivd, heotiu UAn Ji 
files.) Ina later ligel interpretation, nouever, bbe “ner voun- 
sells Office susgested that "ubruary 4, LehG, ues the etPuctive date 
f and (by daplieation) for Sd. Wel ddleraretalicu (iseavcd 
jin 1953) elites the Prosidentts foraal 
19h6, which foparently rcoe-issuca the substence of is Leber of 
January e2 into a form for general cablies tien ta Ghe Goldy Medera] 
> (See General Counsel's sanphlet wetitled "Text unc axp lang 
tion of the Central intelideence *et of LOY...cis! Ubher oletutes...,"! 
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Formed e:ointment was ta Vresidential letter (probably cated 
ae yey ; re ; 
Jamary 22, 16)6),~ and was not subject to vente coukirue tion 3 


: ae ae - 2 
and he was svorn in end took office on thet recic cay. de hed 


a@grecu to serve es the first sireetor for only © limited oeriod , 


© 


ry 


extending to “abeut six months", 2 end after this successor (deneral 
Vandenberg) had been selected, Scuers left Cre end returned te the 


dirite House steff, on dune LO, 1ohé. 


Licutenant Generel Hoyt Gb. Vandenburg, ts Sruy, Served as 

DCL from June 10, 196, to vay 1, 1947. He hed been selected by 

the President "at least a wonth"! before his Apoointient took effect, 
it was later Heeetied,” but the exact date cf iis letter of appoint- 
ment from the i’resident is not known. 3 In any cese, Vandenberg was 

a an aS ee 


dog F : F 
The President's letter of annointment adercesed to ‘elmire 
soucrs personally, is not to be confused with ile Tesddent'™s other 


letter ef the same dey (cited in Footnote ay tiLoved, eddrors a tea 


ed 
Lhe scverel cevartmental heads an’ orderian th estab lalincit of 
Ola and WTA. ile eetual copy of the aspodnticnt Lobtcr hee boon 
seen (it may be on file in the iursennel OFficeds Gout there tend 
coubt ot iis exishenee end transinit tal bo Soucre on danuery 22, 1349 tet 
Ive, accovuing to bis Adrhluaiobretive “seivbtent,fidss Laliie 
vhristensth,) inberviewcd bye Tale. SLE Cera ead, Ue Ga ara) og DOGG. 


a 


Tistorical “bet? interview witl] “Les pamlabonbend ij ray fat 
3 Ibid. 
Ibid. 
fhe rersonnel Officets N2OL jacket" on Vandenberg ey contain 
® copy of the rresident's Letter. 
me. SO ' 
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: - ; den an e 
sworn inte office and cane on duty on June 10, 19h. “sin the 


case of faniral soucrs, Sonera Vaudenbers's opoointaent wes not 
subject to tenate confirmation, snc may have Licit based ou @ Jorma 
recommendation by the hi. to the fresident., iu served éluost a year. 
On “nril 30, 197, ie Syesidential letter, he was ordered back te 
the érmy, effective vay 1, 197. 2 

hear Jdmirel #oscoe 4. illenkeetter served es int From nay 1, 
1947, to Uctober 7, 1950, first as head of Sift and (begining about 
seotember Le, 1yh7) as head of CL#. He wus appoluted as lor by 
President Truman on foril 30, 197, effective iay 1, 1h?, 2 aftar 


having been "“asnroved" for the position sowe ten weeks carlier, on 
February 17, by the NIA and the vresident, subject to the expected 


departure of uencrel Vendenburg. 4 


Office dLary of Lilian Shristcons (Yenoenberg to So dnisbra- 
tive ‘ssistant), .uoted by ler in intervicw of Joril $, lyba, cited 
above. Whe date "June 1O, 196," was aleo mentioned in the rresi- 
dent's letter to Vandenberg, foril 30, 167, cited helow, 

On fpril 30, 1947, the ‘resident wrot. te Vandenberg 


Hihlerkoebber teek bis cebti of 


2 eo, recalling 

fe Lotterts services since "June 10, 196", and Cae Wha @s 

Nel, effective the next day, to return to time oray fir Forces. (Gee 
certified copy of this lether, in DD/S file cntitled "Basic sdmin- 
istrative Authorities" for CIG/CIA, 1946-53, document ilo. 25.) 
Incidentally, Vandenberg was still actively serving as DCI on the 
very day of his departure, May 1, 1947. ‘Thus, for example, he 
apneared on thet day to testify ss DCT before the douse Coaritbee on 
heoenditures in the sxecutive fevts., with rosneebt to bin ponding 
bL1lL which leter beceme the iational ticurity .cbt. (eee teenscrievt 
of hearing, dated “ay 1, 19.7, unclassified, in Crfice of Legislative 
Counsel. ) : 


3 certified copy of President's letter te rillenkouvtber, spril 30, 
1917, in DD/S file "Basic Adwainistrative “uthorities", docuuent no. 26, 


4 ‘these facts on the backyround of Hillenkoctter's appointment 
from the unpublished diary of sdmiral Jilliam Db. Leahy, the rvresident's 
"personal representative" on the WIA, os quoted crally ly tin to a 
nember of the TWistorical »taff on July 3, i452. (Clee iecomval staff 
interview with Leahy, duly 3, 1952, in O/iies/i file a 
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office and cawe on diuty on May 1, 1947, in accordance with the 
 Aleyyy fe de - daar Wes 1, \. creas Be ae V0) 2 
rresicent's Letter of the day before. On July 26, 1947, ° the 
President signed the National Security Act, which provided (among 
other things) that CLG would be renamed CiA, and which gave statu- 


tory recognition to the title’"Director of Central Intelligence', 


Sometime between September 18 and 27, 197, 2 this statutory change 


became legally effective, and iiillenkoetter automatically continued Ged oe 


x, a N°: eh wil 


in office (apparently with’ a new oath of office’) as ICI ond as ces 
n ey es 


¢ 


head cf the newly designated sgency. Souetime lete in June 1950 
or eerly in July 1950 he requested the President to retire tin as 


DCL, subject to the appointment of a successor. ACter the appoint- 


ment of his successor (General Smith; see Lelow) was confirmed by 


a 1949 Act 
i office diary of Director's ‘“dainistrative fesist: nt FO 


Lallian Suristonss a) guoted in iistoriesd oterf duterview ore- 
viously citheu 


ete on which the vresident signed the tetvional Securhty oct. 

3 the General vounsel in 1953 issued an interpretation (in the 
ee "Text end bxolenation..." cited auove) thet sept. LE, Loh, 

to be rezerded as "the effective date ol the esta Lbistwent of the 
0 “Ay thet is, "bhe day after the date on which the Secy<of ‘Defense 
first appointed (James Forrestal) took office. (Ibid., b. 20-a.) 
In enother interpretation, however (Ibid., ». LY), Sept. 20, 197, is 
given es the cate waen "the Idrector first as vvinted iil terikoctter/ 
under [the iabional security . ‘ot7...has tuken office.” wun Lhe other 
hand, the date wept. 27, 19 7 (tue months after the National : security 
ct was passed), has been "cus tonarily acu iby the lirector's OL ETees 
as the beginnins date for OFA, according bo friss Christens song in 
interview cited sbove. : rena 


4 Hone was recalled by his Administrative vsistints iiss Lillian 
Christensen, fin interview previously cited, 

E nico 

“Ge various press comments, carly in July 1950, speculuting on 

the successor to Hillenkoetter commonly ruuored to be ee retire~ 
ment from GTA. According to ne oan ae A Gee interview cited 
stove), admiral Willenkoettsrls intention Fo Tobhre, wes “i éuy lenown’ 
in the lirector's office late in June 1950, 


ay ee 
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1949 Act 
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the Senate, on éugust 26, 1950, ifillenkoetter continued in office 
ang remained in CLA until october van i9s0, 2 the day thet saith took 
office. 

Lieutenant General walter bedell Laibh served as MT from 
Octoker 7, 1950, to Vebruary 9, 1953. Tle wes nowinated to that 
position by resident Truman on ‘august Lt, 180, ¢ confirmed by the 
eenete on August 28, 1950, 2 end tock his ozth of office and entered 
on duty on October 7.4 During the interval from August 2C to 
October 7, 1950, General Smith eppeared twice at CIA for various 


preliminary ectivities as DCi-designate: first, for a one-day "coffee"! 


visit with his 


idecessor, {dwiral Willenkectter, evidently some- 


time in September 195032 and next, for “about e week! beiore taking 


Lay undated, printed letter with daival dillenkoetter's facsimile 
signature, prepared for circulation to the CIaé staff on his departure, 
mentioned "Oct. 7" ss the date of his expected departure, (Copy of 
undated letter, unclassified, in Db/S file "Rasic Administrative suthori- 
tiles", document noe 90.) FMiss Christenseni(in interview cited previously) 
hes confirmed that "illenkoctter cic cotially veusin on duty until 1949 Act 
Oct. 7, 1950, 


eee press nobices in New ork Miaces ane obner eliguines, Aue. ISGO, 
in Scregbook, "CTA in the News, AD ola lees General oo iithts 

a ypolntneut as UT wes rumored in the press carly in duls 1950, end ox 
July 26 he was offielally Listed es one of btwn condidated Ce loue with 
Willian Foster) by the white douse oress scovebery. (tbid.) 


3 toid. 

ee ere to a “Journal entry" in en office diary (in card form) 
kept at the time in the Office of General Sounsel, General Saith wag 
Sworn in at "1000 hours," on Gct. 7, 1950. (Quoted to ilisborical Otaff 
by the compiler of that Clary, filiss Barbara Cohen, }now in the Office * 
of Legislative Liaison in interview with her on “pril G, 1956.) 


5 Unofficial office diary kept by {files Malidan christensen j then 
(end now) cainistrative Lesisteank to the vO, Gwe ootved by her to 


Historical staff in interview with her on foril S, 1956, 
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‘ ‘ te def : 
office, that is, from about Uctober 1 to Ceteber 7. (luring that 


fu 
Da 
oO 
ie) 
He] 


week, his newly a,pointed Besuty, dilliem i. Jeckson, was a 


preliminery cuty in Cl4, in office quarters cajacent to General 
ath 2 ee deiae i8 =e . Be aio, 
Sin tly.) General Smith served as DCL for sore than 27 months, al- 


« 


x 
t 


though he had originally plenned to serve fer a somewhat .shorter 
period. > Sometime late in Necember 1952 or carly January he was 
nomineted by the President to become ee vecretary of State, 
and on February yg? (shortly efter Senate confirmation cf that 


appointment and President Truman's nomination of Mr. Dulles as DCT), 


General omith left CTA. 


2 
ment as Deputy birector for Central Intelligence is not clesr. On 
fuge 22, 1950, the Washington Post stated catezorically that he had 
been selected as Deputy to General Smith, whose own nomination as DCI 
was pending at thet moment in the Senate. Jackson was sworn into 
office and came on duty officially on uct. 7, 1950, along with General 
Baith, and he served as DLCI until dug. 23, Lys], when he was named 
to a new part-time position called "Special Assistant and Senior Con- 
sultant to the DCL." (See Notice 53-51, secret, sug. 23, 1951, in 
CLA Records Center. ) . 


3 Yress comments in the summer and fall of 1950 indicated that it 
was common knowledge that General Smith might stay in CIA only for a 
brief period. js early as lecember 25, 1950, one press group (Newsweek) 
publicly predicted that Mr. Allen 4. Dulles (just errived in CIF as 
one of Smith's Deputies) would eventually succeed Gnith as iirector. 
(See scrapbook of press clippings, "CIA in the News", previously cited.) 


M nor Smith's nomination es Under Secretary of State, see press 
clippings cited above. 


- Ibid. 
Ibid. The exact date of ar. Jillian il. Jackson's formal appoint- 


Cn Smith's Ceparture from CLA on Feb. ¥, 1953, iy. iulles was 
announced es zcting UCT. (see kotice 23-53, unclessified, in OLA 


aecords Venter.) 


! 
on 
1 
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lr. Allen Welsh Dulles served as init beginning February 26, 
aaare: : . ‘ - 1 : 
1953. He was nominated by President Tisenhower » confirmed by the 
ra - ie . rn ‘ 2 oe mt rm v1 Fay te op setae . r. Pa he oo | -, 
wenate lote in Webruary, ~ enc was’ sworn intc office and entered on 
his new duties on Yebruary 26, 1953.7 ireviiously “fr. Dulles had 
served in CIA, since about mid-Decenber 1950, in the following 
capacities: first, in the Director's office as leouty Director for 
Operations (from about rriid-hecenber 1950: to shout Jans. 5° 1951 4. 
‘I 3 2 


next, es Deputy sirector for ans (Janusry U7 to Sugust 23, 6 1551s 


ernest: 


Wor iit. Dulles nomination as DOL, Sco preus eclinpines cited ebove, 


Oe E . : Son a eer 
Por ir. Dulles! confirmation, see press clipoings cited above. 


seed . . md : 
3 vee, Dulles\ sworn in on Feb. 26, 1953, according to office diary 
of his Administrative Assistant (iliss Lillian Christensen) # cited 
rm) F * ae ae . ns J +4, 27 alae) py 
above. On the same day his appointment was eauounced to the CIA staff 
by Notice 31-53, unclassified, Feb. 26, 1953; copy in GIA necords 
Center, 


Ms, Dulles came on duty in CIA about Dec, 15, 1950, evidently 
to take the position of Deputy Director for Operations (D/O), pre- 
viously announced on Dec. 1 as a new but (then) still vacant posi- 
tion. (See General Order No.+35, Secret, lec. 1, 1950, in CIA ktecords 
Center). The exact dste of his first duty in CLA is not clear. On 
Tec. 10, 1950, he attended (apparently for the first tine) ene DCLI's 
regular staff conference. (See Soedel, Secret, Nee. Lf, 1950, in 
O/DCL /ittt. Two days earlier, however, on Lec. 16, tLrew bearseon had 
renorted in the washington fost that Mr. Sulics was alresdy Mow in 
CIA. (See scrapbook, "CTA in the News", in CYA Library.) ir. Dulles 
hiuself three years later recalled (evidently from memory only) that 
he first came to CIA in "January 1951" as "Deputy for ilans", (See 
transcript of Senate committee hearing in cxecutive session, on his 
nomination as Dul, Feb. 2h, 1953, unclassified, in Office of Leyis- 
lative Liaison.) 


3 General Order No. O, Secret, Jan. h, 1lyhl, in CIA necords Center, 
Notice 53-51, Secret, Aug. 23, 1951, in Cla wecords Genter. This 
Notice announced Mr. Dulles as DDCT (succceding ifr. William il. Jackson), 


and in addition announced that Wr. Trank a. Wisner was replacing 
Mr. Dulles as Deputy Director for Plans. (bids) 


-7- 
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and finally, as Deputy Director for Central Intelligence (fugust 23,1 
1951 to February 26, 1953). During that carlier veriLod, chiefly 
after éugust 1951, ifr. Illes slso served fron pane to tine as acting 
Director in Generel Smith's absence. iis lest major period as acting 
Dol was from February 9, 1953 to February 26, 1953, while he was DCT- 
designate awaiting Senate centiwiations. ‘8 oF <uzust 1956 (beyond 
the date of this study), Mr. imlles will have served es DCT for three 


and a half years, longer then any of his predecessors. 


(tearoom terre stent einen atts 


1 


Yor crawole, tir. Dulles scrved ag Pating LOL Lrom bine to time 
in 1951 anc 1952, but normally toese oceasions were not announced 
formally to the CLA staff. Occasionally he presided at IAC meetings 
(in General Smith's absence) with the title of "Acting DCL". (See 
[s¢ minutes, passim, in TéC- files, in O/NCT/ RR. ) 


CA . ont : aa fin teh ae 
Notice 23-53, unclassified, Feb. 9, 1953, in OLA tecords Center. 


3 Additional sources that might clarify further some of the re- 
maining doubtful points in the service records of these five DCI's 
are the Personnel Office's official folders on each of these men y 
the Militery Personnel Division's records, the official daily diary 
of the Jirector's office (especially for 196-50, in the ixccutive 
licgistry), the “Informal office diaries and scrapbooks kept by 
other key personnel in the Director's office. 
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TEE DIRECTORS OF CHMERAL INEELLAGENCE 


Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers, USNR 
23 danuery 1946 7 June 196 


Lieutenant General Hoyt Sanford Vendenberg, USAAF 
10 dune 1946 - 1 May 1947 


Rear Admiral Roseoe Henry Hillenkoctter, usi 
1 May LOM] - 7 Ostober 1950 


Iieutenant General (later Genera?) 
Walter Bedell. Guith, USA 
q Ostober 1950 - 9 February 1953 


Mr. Allen Weleh Dulles 
26 February 1953- 


THE DERPGTY DIRECTORS OF CENTRAL INTELLIGEUCH 


ir. Kingman Douglass 
2 February 1646 - 112 duly 1946 


Brigadier Generel. (later Mejor General) 
Edwin Kennedy Wright, USA 
July 1946 - 10 Mareh 1949 
This is a TEMPORARY DOCUMENT 


Mr. Williem Harding Jeekson onl 
: y, for the use of DCVHS. 
2 October 1950 - 3 August 195). The record copy has been 
released to National Archives 
ee er erie under the HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM. 


re pind - 26 February 1953 
4 January 1951. iar er ot) pate 7/5/97!) upp 67-2 —_ 


Idevtenant Generel ( General) 
Charles Peaxrd , USAF 
23 April 1953- : 
> Fie eoiest Hee oeen 


ajpravsd for 1icase chrsuge 
che WECHORECAL REVIEW PROGRAM of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 


pate_7-/7-Y_ 
[rm Ae stereo 20198 


PK Yev Lik al Orfeo ot. ey oe Pfrcghuset af Treas Aloe." 
see tnarthation wi Me. | Sep 2 297, he Sih i, vei 
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28 January 1955 _ iemsod 
10:30 o'clock } 
i? 
Pforzheimer, Walter Gd a 


Subject: Or© 
Called Mr. Walter Pforzheimer in the General Coucsel's Office to ask 


him if he could tell me off hand where President'fruman's letter of 22 Januery 


1946 directs that the Director of Central Intelligence shall perform the 
teem neatgy ; . 


er aaeainal 


TEA Sete teanentor rit 


three principal Central Intelligence functions, whereas the National Security 


tte 


Act of 19)7 directs that the Agency should do these same things. He daid 
that it is customary in ieetee tas to give the directed functions to the 
department rather than to an individual. It is largely a matter of legal 
drafting. It is , of course, understood that the responsibility for the 
functions rests with the director. An exception he pointed out in the 
National Security Act is the matter of protecting sources and methods which 
is allocated specifically to the MCI. In case circumstances arose in 
which the Agency “had to be held accountable for its acts it would be the 


Director specifically who would be brought to account." 


This ig a TEMPORARY DOCUMENT 
” only, for the usé of DCIS. 
The herunte ed si : 
‘released to National Archi : 
under the HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM. 


Date 14) 9) HRP 2.1 
wpic dsaewnent has been 


de 


appreved fox release throuch 
the HISTORICAL BRVIEW PROGFAM 62 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 


pate_ 2/9 <V. a. 2) Cif Te 
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SECRET (when Filled rn) 


_ | DOCUMENT 
DATE! 


1946-1953 


AREA OR COUNTRY(S) PERSONALITIES 
a a ce oi mR * we e t = 0 : - - 


pesto y 
Appointments 


eee aaa a ee eke class.1 Conf 
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IDENTIFICATION OF DOCUMENT (author, form, addressee, title & length) 

Claussen, Martin P., "Service Records of the Directors of 


Central Intelligence, 1946-1953,"" 8 pp. — LOCATION: 
| HS/HC-40 
ABSTRACT 


This draft history of the Directors of Central Intelligence from 1946 
to 1953 contains dates of DCI appointments and tenure; also dates of key 
legislation establishing the CIA. Particular attention is paid to the 
transition from one Director to the next. 
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